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St. Michael’s C of E Infant School 
Newsletter 

The First Few Weeks Back at School  

The children have been enjoying a fantastic first few weeks back at school and we 
have all been getting used to being back together as a whole school community. The 
children have been enjoying being outside in the fresh air and where possible we 
try to plan learning experiences outside.  I have seen some fantastic learning both 
inside the classroom and outside. 

On 6th October we will be holding our school harvest festival celebration at the 
Church. We have made the difficult decision NOT to invite parents/carers due to 
the amount of people that would be inside in a confined space. We will be 
donating to Step by Step in Aldershot and will be grateful to receive donations of 
dried food, cans and toiletries. These can be brought into school up until Friday 8 
October.   

One of our current areas of focus as a school currently is on the teaching of reading.  
Miss Handley, our English leader, has kindly put together a guide which is below.  
We will be continuing to inform you of any changes that we make and training for 
parents that we will be putting together so please watch this space. 

Finally, Mrs O Neil (Year 1 leader) and Miss Handley (Year 2 leader) have both put 
together a guide to Year 1 and Year 2 for you to watch.   

Please see: https://st-michaels-inf.hants.sch.uk/curriculum/years-1-and-2 

Have a lovely week, 

Dot Patton 
 

 

 

 

 

     



Reading Books 

One of our aims as a school is to nurture a love of reading within all of our children at St. 
Michael’s Infants, not only so that they can experience the joy of reading for pleasure but 
also because it opens the doors to the wider curriculum and the world beyond. It is a well-
researched fact that the more children read, and 
are read to, the greater the probability that they 
will be successful in later life. 

We are currently reviewing best practice in reading 
and how children engage with the reading books 
they take home. It is recognised that both 
children’s fluency and reading comprehension are 
improved when they read the same book several 
times, enabling them to develop their confidence as 
a reader. The example below illustrates how you 
might do this with your child at home, to support 
them with their reading progress: 

1st read – Encourage your child to use their phonics knowledge to sound out words they are 
unsure of. This will form the main part of your reading session together. Always encourage 
your child to ‘have a go’ before you tell them the word and allow them time to sound the 
word out, before asking your child to reread the sentence to check the word fits. 

2nd read – Now that your child knows the words they are going to come across in the text, 
they will feel more confident at using their phonics to sound out the words they are unsure 
of. This will support their fluency when reading aloud and enable you the opportunity to 
work together on other reading skills, such as encouraging your child to read with 
expression. 

3rd read – Once your child has had the opportunity to read the text a couple of times, they 
will have become more fluent at reading the story, greatly supporting their confidence as a 
reader, and enabling you the opportunity to talk to your child about the text. This is a good 
opportunity for them to practise their reading comprehension, such as talking about the 
character’s feelings and actions and asking your child questions about what they have read 
so that they can begin to make meaning from the stories they read. 

In order to allow children sufficient time to practise with their home reading book several 
times before it is changed, children will be able to change their reading book at school on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

We hope this information is helpful in supporting you to make the most out of your reading 
time together at home. If you have any questions about your child’s reading, please speak to 
your child’s class teacher, who will be happy to help you. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Collective Worship 
 
Last week in Collective Worship, we thought 
about what we value and we linked this to our 
school values of love, forgiveness, friendship, 
truthfulness, perseverance and creativity.  
This week, we will be finding out about St. 
Michael and why Christians celebrate 
Michaelmas Day on the 29th September. 

 

Diary Dates Autumn 2021 

Parents’ Evening (face to face):  

Monday 18th October 3:30-6:00pm 

Thursday 21st October: 3:30-6:00pm 

Half Term: Monday 25th October-Friday 29th October 

Nativity: 

 Owls and Flamingos:  9.30 a.m. on Monday 6th 
December 

 Parrots and Penguins: 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday 8th 
December 

 Ducks and Toucans: 9.30 a.m. on Friday 10th December 

 Hedgehogs: 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday 8th December 

 Rabbits: 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday 7th December 

 Moles: 2.00 p.m. on Thursday 9th December 

 Foxes:  2.00 p.m. on Monday 6th December 

 Squirrels: 2.00 p.m. on Tuesday 7th December 

 Badgers: 2.00 p.m. on Friday 10th December 

Please note- there will be the opportunity for two 
adults per child to go to the nativity so that we restrict 
visitors to no more than 60 in the hall. 

Last Day of Term: Friday 17th December 

Inset Day: Tuesday 4th January 

And Finally… 

Please see attached with this newsletter an important poster about supporting readers at 
home from the Open University. This poster gives you ideas about how you can support 
your child to enjoy reading. 

Having the will to read influences the skills.  Developing a love of reading in childhood 
shapes children’s later academic success and also has significant benefits for well-being.  

 

Reminders 

 

Now that the weather is unpredictable please 
could you send children into school every day 
with a coat. 

 

 

Please remember that we avoid nuts in 
school, so please don’t put anything 
containing nuts in your child’s packed lunch. 
This is because some children are allergic to 
nuts and we need to keep everyone safe.  

 

Please ensure that your child has a PE kit in 
school every day of the week.  Thank you. 

 

 


